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The Mystery

By London Marchelle Kahler
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Introduction

Believe it or not, I have a lot of enemies in my life. Terence and I would have broken up because of Mary Ann. Jake and Kate would have never seen the light again because of Courtney. Last of all, I would have never seen Sonya again because of a grumpy unicorn king, and I never knew that I would make a new enemy in the weeks to come. It’s interesting where Fate takes us, the mountains of Canada, Japan, Africa, or maybe our own back yard. [image: image2.wmf] Fate led me into a mystery that only my friends and I could solve. It’s where I met my new enemy. We went deep into the evil side of Nevada. What happened? You’ll have to read

THE WHITE FILLY 2

To find out. So sit back, relax (I don’t think you will be able too) and enjoy

THE WHITE FILLY 2 THE MYSTERY, I hope you do.
Chapter 1
Packing

[image: image3.wmf]
Karen shoved the last pair of pants into her suit case.

“That about does it!” she said.

Her family was packing for a vacation in Boulder, Colorado. They would go hiking, fishing, and rock climbing. Karen was so excited. She was about to run down stairs to get a snack when she heard her mom grunting.

“Hey Mom! Need help?” Karen asked.
“Thanks honey,” said Karen’s mom.

“No problem,”

“Hey Karen,
“Ya?”

“Your brother needs help,”

“OK, I’ll go help him,”

“Hey Jake!” said Karen “Need help?”

“Yep, thanks,”

“No problem,”

After that, they made hotel reservations.

What a busy day.

Chapter 2
The word is out

When Karen came to school on Monday, she couldn’t help but tell a few people about her going on a trip. She had hoped that the news would never reach Mary Ann. As I recall, in the first book, Mary Ann tried to break up Terence and Karen. Karen going on vacation was the first thing Mary Ann wanted to hear and the last thing Karen wanted her to hear. If Mary Ann was given the opportunity, she would stop at nothing to get Terence to like her. Unfortunately for Karen, Mary Ann heard every word.

“This is perfect!” she said “With Karen gone, I’m free to spend as much time with Terence as I want! HOORAY!!!!”
Everyone stared at her.

“Mind your own business peoples!” she said.

Mary Ann thought,
“I need to work on not shouting so loudly.”

Chapter 3

Boulder

Karen’s family hopped into the car[image: image4.wmf] and started of for Boulder. It took a while but they finally got there. They checked into their hotel and un-packed. After words, they went to dinner and a movie. The movie was called Penguins on Parade. [image: image5.wmf]It was about a little penguin who wanted to join the marching band. It was really funny. The next day, Karen and her family went fishing. Jake caught a trout, Mom caught a carp, [image: image6.wmf]Dad caught an old boot, and Karen caught a big old salmon. After that, they went to The Natural History Museum. The whole rest of the 2 weeks they did a whole bunch of fun things. They climbed rocks, swam in lakes, and went to a fair. [image: image7.wmf]When 2 weeks ended, they were ready to go home. [image: image8.wmf]
Chapter 4

Strangers and Manners
Rocky was barely starting racing and he was already in the news paper. He had just won The Triple Crown.         [image: image9.wmf]
Now it just so happened that the paper he was in, went all over Nevada and reached Sonya’s old owner. His name was Mr. Costello, and when he learned that Sonya was the mother of a Triple Crown winner, he wanted to buy her back. He packed up and moved to the old house on Cherry Tree Lane, which was in Karen’s neighborhood. Uh-Oh! This could mean trouble!

*   *   *   *
The next night, Karen’s family was playing Bingo. [image: image10.wmf]
“I twenty-,”said her mom.

KNOCK KNOCK KNOCK!

“Who could that be,” said Karen’s mom.

“Mom, I don’t think that anyone has I twenty- who could that be,” said Jake.

Karen giggled.

“Thank you Jake,” said mom.

“Sorry,” said Jake making a puppy-dog face.

Karen was now roaring with laughter.

“Karen!” said her mom.

“Sorry m...Ha ha ha ha!” laughed Karen.

Jake had a noodle hanging out of his nose and was making silly faces. [image: image11.wmf]
“Jake! Stop that! Karen! How un- lady like!” yelled their mom.

They stopped right away.

“Thank you,” said their mom “Hello, what can I do for you?”

“I want to buy your horse,” said Mr. Costello handing her 50 bucks.

“Which one? Because these horses aren’t for sale. You can go next door though, Roy is selling horses and if you don’t find what you are looking for some foals are expected next week,” said Karen’s mom.

“I want your white one. I don’t care if she isn’t for sale! I don’t want this Roy guy’s horses!” said Mr. Costello “I’ll give you 100 dollars for the white horse you own.” [image: image12.wmf]
“I’m sorry sir, she isn’t for sale!” she said.

“I’m not leaving until I get that horse!” he shouted.

“Good night sir!” said Karen’s mom “Jake! Stop putting noodles up your nose and pouring milk down your shirt! You are not 3 years old! Karen! This is not a laughing matter!” [image: image13.wmf]
“You haven’t seen the last of me!” mumbled Mr. Costello to him self.

Chapter 5

Thief!

That night, after everyone went to bed, a mysterious figure appeared with a trailer. He snuck out of his car and tip toed to Sonya and Blue Moon’s stable (Rocky had his own stall). [image: image14.wmf] With a gloved hand, he pulled out a lock pick and broke the lock. He opened the door, grabbed hold of Sonya’s halter, led her into the trailer, and drove off. He knew his plan worked perfectly, but what he didn’t know was that he had left a clue.

*   *   *   *

The next morning, Karen got up, had breakfast, and started out for Uncle Roy’s ranch. She was going to fill the feed boxes, muck out stalls, and put the horses out to pasture, just like she did every Saturday. She took care of every horse except Sonya and Blue Moon. When she got to the small one stall barn, she paused, dropped the wheel burrow, and ran to the house and came back with the whole family.

“Sonya’s not in her stall! See!” said Karen pointing.
“She’s probably in the pasture,” said her dad.

“Dad! Reality please! Sonya can’t let her self out and I never touched her stall!” said Karen loudly.

Blue Moon let out a frightened neigh.

“Sorry Blue Moon!” said Karen “I going to get Sonya back! I just have too!”
Chapter 6

The clues

Karen looked around for clues. She didn’t find any thing. She was about to give up when her foot touched something metal.

“What’s this?” she asked “Hm, a lock pick. This is evidence!” 
She ran into the house to show the family.

“Cool! A lock pick! Can I keep it?” asked Jake.

“No,” said his mom.

“That’s not fair! Karen gets 3 horses, a hamster, and a lock pick! All I have is a dead beetle, a box of snake skins, a 6 inch metal bar and Karen is the one who found them all!” complained Jake “Karen’s lucky, she get’s all the cool stuff!”

“OK One. You stole your stuff from Karen’s room because you were jealous, so, why are you complaining? 
Two. Karen get’s three horses because Blue Moon is Sonya’s mate and Rocky is her son.

Three. Her hamster was a birthday present from Aunt Lacey! [image: image15.wmf]
And Four. Why can’t you be thankful for what you have?” asked their mom.

Jake didn’t answer. Uncle Roy spoke up trying to change the subject, 
“I know a man named John who would do any thing to get a white horse. He also has a lock pick collection the size of Montana! I think it’s him.” 

Everyone agreed to watch for strange activity at John’s house. They later found a large foot print in the mud. Uncle Roy said,
“I have one of John’s shoes; he gave it to me last Christmas!” [image: image16.wmf]
They put the shoe in the print and agreed it was him. But Karen wasn’t so sure.

Chapter 7

The Attempt 

Karen stared at the print and said,
“OK guys, does this shoe fit the print?” [image: image17.wmf]
“Ya,” they said.

“Is it John?” Karen asked.

“Ya,” they said.

“Guys! Work with me here! Do we have all the evidence that John did it?” asked Karen.   

Karen had gathered up Mark, Terence, Mary Ann, Kathren, Courtney, Jake, and Kate for a secret meeting about who took Sonya. The guys weren’t cooperating very well I guess. 

“Anyway, tonight we are going to sneak up to Mr. Costello’s house and search for Sonya. You got it?” she asked.

“Got it!” said the group.

*   *   *   *

The group went to Mr. Costello’s house that night on a secret mission to free Sonya. They snuck through the forest and entered the stable yard from the back. They were at the last stall in row 1 when Mary Ann started making weird noises at a foal. [image: image18.wmf]
“Aren’t you just the cutest little thing? Oh you are just so cute! Yes you are! Yes you are! Oh what a little darling! Gooey gooey baby! Oh! Oh! Ahhhhhhhhh!” she said.

The group stared.

“Sorry,” she said.       

   They kept going on and were about to go home, when Kate screamed.

“AHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH!!!!!!!!!” [image: image19.wmf]
“SHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH!!!!!” said everyone.

“Why are you screaming?” asked Karen.

“Behind you,” Kate squeaked.

A large figure lunged at them and the group scattered. He was right on Karen’s tail, chasing her around the fountain.

“Help! Help me!” she screamed.

Chapter 8

Captured

The dark figure grabbed Karen and stuffed her in the tack room. The rest of the group hid in the woods.[image: image20.wmf]  
When the guy went back into his house, the group broke the lock with a large hammer found in the tool shed.

“Are you okay?” asked Terence.
“Okay? Oh sure I’m okay, I was stuffed into a tack room by a lunatic!” Karen said.

“Sorry,” said Terence.

“No, I’m sorry,” said Karen.

“Enough with the mushy stuff, let’s get out of here before he comes back!” said Kate with a frightened look on her face. 

The group ran down the hill and into Karen’s house. They drank hot coco and discussed what happened.

Then they agreed to go again Thursday.

Chapter 9

Discovered 
The next night, they met at the large oak tree in the woods.

“Mary Ann! Why did you where white?” asked Karen “You stand out like Rudolph’s nose!”[image: image21.wmf] 

“But Karen!” said Mary Ann “I’m the distraction, remember?”
“Oh ya!” said Karen “Remember what you have to do?”

“Yep! Every thing! First I ring the door bell, then I ask him if he knows were 4628 Blue Grass Lane is and that I’m lost, next, after he gives me directions, I ask him if I can come in for a while because I have been wandering for a while and am cold and tired. I’ll keep him busy long enough for you guys to get Sonya!” 

“OK! Terence, you search the corrals and paddocks’. Katheren, you search row1of stalls. Mark, you search row 2 of stalls. Kate, you search behind the house. Courtney, you look around the open fields, and Jake, come with me. Everyone got that?” Karen asked.

“Yep!” they said “We got it!”

They went to their positions and Mary Ann rang the door bell. Mr. Costello loved kids (even though it didn’t look like it) and took her in right away. The group scattered and began searching. Karen watched from the window with Jake. All of a sudden, Karen shouted,

“Alert! Alert!”

The group didn’t hear her in time. The door opened and Mr. Costello came out. He was not happy.

Chapter 10

A talk over coco

[image: image22.wmf]
“What are you kids doing out in the cold?” he asked “Come in! Come in!”

He brought them in side and served them hot coco and cookies.[image: image23.wmf]
[image: image24.wmf]“We think you have my horse,” said Karen.

“Who? Sonya? I heard the bad news, sorry about that,” he said “Look Karen, I made the mistake of selling her. I would not steal her back. That night I came to your house, I was in a grumpy mood. Alabaster, one of my horses, escaped. I didn’t catch him till lunch time. Then I was teaching one of my students how to turn the horse and she wouldn’t cooperate! Now you kids get home, it’s getting late.”[image: image25.wmf]
Even after the little talk they had, Karen still wasn’t convinced that he was innocent.

“Think about it guys,” she said “Did he sound very secure when he was talking to us? If he’s innocent, why did he through me into the tack room?”

“It could have been some one else,” said Katheren.

   Everyone looked at her.

“Point taken,” she said.

*   *   *   *

“I just don’t understand, how can a guy who’s so guilty, seem so innocent?” said Kate.

“Well…I mean…uh well…I can’t explain,” said Katheren.

“The mall is closing soon! Let’s go! I NEED a new blouse, my other 21 blouses are so last year,” said Courtney.

Everyone looked at her.
“What? You can’t have too many blouses, one might get soiled and you have to stay informed about the latest fads. You can’t go around looking un-cool. What if a cute boy sees you walking around in a 1993 sweater? He won’t think much of you will he? And he definitely won’t ask you out. Once a huge glob of tomato sauce fell on my blouse,” she said “I had to through it away. Then I accidentally bought last years style. And then, the cutest boy in school came up to me and said that I was so un-cool. ”[image: image26.wmf] 

 “OK,” said Katheren “For one thing it was not a giant glob it was a tiny little speck! Also, mom took it to the dry cleaners and the stain came right out! Next, the blouse was black. Stained or not you couldn’t tell the difference! And you liked that 1991 blouse. Last of all that boy was not the cutest boy in school, he was a geek who said you looked cool!”

“Guys! Focus here!” said Karen. She looked at everyone’s bored faces. “Of to the mall we go!” she shouted.

Everyone, even Karen, ran down the street to town.[image: image27.wmf]
Chapter 11
A little spying

[image: image28.wmf]
Karen called up her friends and told them to meet her by the cherry tree at the beginning of Cherry Tree Lane on Sunday night at 7:00. Karen planed to spy on Mr. Costello and see what he was up to.
 “OK guys, this is the last Sunday of spring break, school starts on Tuesday. This may be our last chance to get Sonya back,” said Karen.

They crept up to the window and looked in side. Mr. Costello was talking to his stable hand, Dan.

“OK boy, what is it you wanted to show me?” he asked.

“Come on!” said Dan.

The group dived into the bushes just as Dan opened the front door.

“It’s in the trailer behind the house,” said Dan.

As Dan passed by, Karen looked at his feet. They were pretty big for his age. The group tip toed behind them. They hid in a bush by the trailer door. When Dan opened the door, everyone’s eyes widened, Sonya was in the trailer!

“And where did you get this animal?” asked Mr. Costello.

“I just found her wandering around, wild horse I believe,” answered Dan. 
“Put her in the stables Dan,” said Mr. Costello.

“Yes sir!” said Dan, and he went to put Sonya away.
“So you did steal her!” said Karen stepping out of the bush.

“Karen! What are you doing here!” said Mr. Costello.

“I’ve come to get my horse back!” she said.    
 “Look Karen, I didn’t steal her, but I know who did. Dan must have seen the news paper add about Sonya. I bet he was thinking, if I could get my hands on her I could make a lot of money. I’ll tell you something else too, Dan was sent away from his family with a “lovely parting gift.” 

“What was it?” asked Karen. 

“A lock pick.”

  Chapter 12
Dan’s story

“Why did Dan have to leave his family?” asked Karen.

“Come inside and I’ll tell you,” said Mr. Costello.

“Wait for us!” shouted the group. 

Mr. Costello served them apple juice and ginger snaps. While the kids munched, Mr. Costello told Dan’s story,

“On the night he was born, the family was robbed. The robber took all the valuables including all the credit cards, pin numbers, cash and checks. The family went broke and Dan grew up poorly. He was home schooled because his parents couldn’t afford to have him go to a private school. They wouldn’t take public schools under any circumstances. He didn’t have the radio, store bought toys, or TV.”
“NO TV! I can’t imagine life with out TV! What else am I supposed to do when I’m not pursuing Karen!” yelled Mark.  

“I thought you weren’t in to me any more! You promised not to annoy me any more! You lied to me! You two faced son of a jackal! GRRRRRRRRRR!!!!!!!” said Karen. [image: image29.wmf]
“Whoa! Kids take it easy! Karen, you can kill Mark later. Now, as I was saying, Dan’s toys were made of the things he found in the woods and junk yards. He did a lot of writing and bird watching. On his 9th birthday, his father brought home a diamond the size of a tennis ball! He said that he took it from an old man whose punch felt like a pillow in the leg. Then, the next night, the jewel was stolen, along with his mom’s engagement ring, solid gold. When Dan grew up, he promised to return the family fortune to them. He left his home and moved to Nevada. 12 ranchers turned down his service. Then he came to my door asking for a job. He looked like a nice boy, so I took him in. I never thought I would see the day when he would actually steal a horse. He’s always been so good, so honest, so innocent.” Mr. Costello sighed sadly.

“What do you mean? How do you know he stole Sonya?” asked Karen.

 “Think about it Karen, it’s probably Sonya but if it isn’t, she couldn’t be wild. I mean, have you ever seen wild horses wandering around?” asked Mr. Costello.

“No,” said Karen.

“And where else would he get a white horse? They’ve been pretty scarce lately, and I haven’t paid him enough for him to afford to ship a horse here!” said Mr. Costello.

“Your right! We have to prove Dan guilty!”

Chapter 13

   Dan strikes
Karen and the group snuck across the lawn toward where Dan stayed in the summer. They were going to try to make him cough up the truth. But who would tell a bunch of loud mouth 5th graders that he stole a horse? No one! So they were armed with the most deadly weapons available to kids, a brief case full of disguises, a voice morpher, and 2 talented kids standing on top of each other. Those two kids just happened to be Katheren and Terence. They were trying out for the school circus and were getting good at the [image: image30.wmf]standing on top of each other stunt. The kids were going to dress Terence up as another horse thief and then he would climb up on Katheren’s shoulders. Terence would have a micro phone around his ear, Katheren would have the morpher down below, hidden from sight. Terence would talk to Dan in a tough guy voice using the voice morpher. Terence and Katheren entered Dan’s cabin.

“Hey kid!” said Terence “How’s that filly of yours?”

“What are you talking about? I don’t have a filly,” said Dan.

“Kid, don’t lie to me, I know what you did and I think it’s pretty remarkable!” said Terence “You’ve got a lot of guts kid.”

“OK, OK, I stole a horse big deal,” said Dan.[image: image31.wmf]
“Huge deal! We could be partners, you and I,” said Terence.

“Want something to drink?” asked Dan.

“Oh sure! Do you have orange juice?” asked Terence.

“Yep, want some left over asparagus?” asked Dan.

Terence turned green.

“Uh…no thanks,” he said.

As Dan walked over to the fridge, he stepped on the coat that Terence was in! It slipped right off. As Dan turned around, he discovered that the guy he was talking to was not a guy at all! It was a pair of 5th graders!

 “It was a trick all along you little menaces!” shouted Dan.

 “RUUUUUUNNNNNN!!!!!” screamed Katheren.
Dan chased them out of the cabin and discovered the others. He stuffed them in a giant sack and hid them in a large closet.

“This is just great! Just great!” said Mary Ann.

“Mark! Get your like, super dirty shoes of off my skirt!” said Courtney.

“Now what genius?” said Jake to Katheren “Have any other brilliant plans other than the real successful RUUUUUUNNNNNN!!!!!?” 

“Let’s see you come up with a better idea!” said Katheren.
“I want my mommy! WHHHHAAAAAA!!!!!!” cried Mark.

“Shut up you big baby!” said Kate.[image: image32.wmf]
“What if we’re stuck here until we die?” Terence asked Karen.

“We won’t die,” said Karen “Will we?”

Chapter 14

The ransom

That night, Dan wrote a letter and delivered it to Karen’s house, it said: [image: image33.png]



Dear family of Karen and friends,

I have your daughter and her friends. I also have your white horse, Sonya. They are currently at my place in the very, very far away hills (he lied about where he lived). I want $3,000 for the kids and $10, 000 for the horse (I think that is too high a price don’t you?) Send the money to:
Dan Brunswick 

6384 Cherry Tree Lane

Carson City, NV

89702
 Or, you can leave it on the elm tree stump in the woods by Cherry Tree Lane, which ever you prefer. You have till next Sunday. If you do not make the payment, the horse will be slaughtered and the kids tied to trees near mountain lion dens.

Sincerely,

Dan Brunswick

When the family heard this they were horrified. What could they do? It looked like they would have to pay the money. But what they didn’t know was that the kids had broken the rope on the bag and broke the lock with a crowe bar (goodness knows how they did it). All while Dan was writing the letter! They hid in the cabinet under the itty bitty sink. When Dan went to bring the kids their dinner of asparagus and tomato juice, he discovered that they were gone! He looked every where. [image: image34.wmf]
“I’m scared,” whispered Kate “What if he find us?”

“If we all keep quiet, he won’t,” said Karen.

Mark couldn’t take it any more; he was about ready to explode.

“WHHHHHHHHHAAAAAAAAAAAA!!!!!! He’s going to kill us!” bawled Mark.

“He will if you don’t SHUT UP!!” said Terence angrily.

“I like, hope he doesn’t get your blood on my skirt,” said Courtney. [image: image35.wmf]
“After this, you’ll be too dead to care!” said Katheren.

“I hate my life,” said Mary Ann.

“Enjoy it while you have it because if he finds us…,” said Jake.

“There you brats are,” said Dan flinging open the cabinet doors.

“We’re dead,” said Jake.

The kids attacked Dan, jumped out the window, and ran as fast as they could into the woods.

“You haven’t seen the last of me!” yelled Dan.

And he was right, they hadn’t.

  Chapter 15
Bravery 
The group ran into their hideout in the hollow elm tree in the woods.
“I defiantly don’t want to go back there, but that was still quite an adventure,” said Kate.
“LET’S DO IT AGAIN!!!” said Katheren.
“Are you like, crazy, little sis?” said Courtney.
“But it was fun,” said Katheren.
“I say we go back!” said Mary Ann.

“Yhea!” said the group.

“I don’t want to go! I’m scared!!” said Mark.

“Come on you big baby!” said Kate and she and Mary Ann dragged him to the house by his feet.
*   *   *

The kids had the perfect plan going,

“What am I supposed to do again?” 

Well, maybe not.

“How’s this, I can jump into the sink and drink all the water I want!” said Jake. [image: image36.wmf] 
“Oh yhea! That’s a great idea! Great for getting us killed!” said Karen “You know, I just discovered something, you’re the oldest and the dumbest.”
“I might as well go clean my room,” said Mary Ann beginning to leave.

“OK, OK! I’ll think of a plan. I got it! Gather around! Psst, whisper, blah, blah, psst, blah,” said Karen.

“It’s brilliant!” said Mary Ann.

 The kids tip toed to Dan’s place, put a dollar on the door step, rang the bell and ran away. Dan came out and looked at the dollar.
“What’s this doing here?” he wondered “It’s probably those kids trying to trick me again.”
He left the dollar on the door step.

“Rats! I thought for sure it would work!” said Karen “Looks like we’ll have to try plan B.” [image: image37.wmf]
Karen tied Jake to a tree and said,
“I’ve always wanted to do this.”

“Why?” asked Jake.

“Oh, I don’t know, maybe after all the times you tied me to trees when I was 6!” answered Karen.

“OK,OK, so maybe I disserve it, I still don’t see how this is going to help,” said Jake.

“When he comes out to get you, we sneak in lock the door, and get all the proof we need,” said Karen.

She rang the door bell and ran. Dan didn’t see Jake.

“OK, maybe this didn’t work but I have a plan that’s fool proof!” said Karen.

Karen and Kate ran to the tool shed and got a big wheel burrow full of tools.

“Monkey wrench. No. Rake. No. Drill. No. Shovels. No. Tap shoes? Defiantly no. Ah Ha! A mallet!” said Karen.[image: image38.wmf]
The kids banged on the door with the heavy mallet. It took a while, but the finally managed to break the door down. Karen motioned the group to come in.

“No one’s here!” said Kate.

“That’s what you think!” said a voice.
Dan attacked them from behind. He grabbed the collar of Karen’s shirt and glared. Mark was cowering in a corner, but when he saw that Dan had gotten a hold on “his woman” he was angrier than a hungry cheetah when its kill had been taken by hyenas. He leaped up and gave Dan all that he had. Upper cut, right, left, in the gut, head, groin, and one very painful hit to the cheek. KU-THUNK!!!!  Dan hit the dust.
“Thanks,” said Karen.
She smiled at him and he fainted smiling. Kate and Mary Ann dragged him out of the house.

Chapter 16 

Mark the hero 

When Mark woke up, the group was clapping and cheering. 

“What happened?” asked Mark blankly.

“You just beat up Dan!” said Mary Ann excitedly.

“It was so cool! Do you take karate?” said Jake

“I sure wish I could punch people like that,” said Katheren.
“Did any body notice Dan’s nose bleed?” asked Kate.
“Ya, it was gross,” said Courtney.

“I have to hand it to you Mark; I thought you were just an annoying cry baby, but you really proved your self today. I might have been a goner if it wasn’t for you,” said Karen, and then she kissed him.
Chapter 17
Jealousy

Terence’s eyes popped. Karen hated Mark, why was she kissing him! What ever the reason, Terence was too mad to care. He stormed of and decided that Karen didn’t like him anymore. He sat on a stone by the [image: image39.wmf]old oak tree and thought of ways to get Mark back. Meanwhile…..

“Where’s Terence? I thought he was right here,” Karen said to Kate.

“I don’t know, I thought he was with Katheren,” said Kate.

“I thought he was with miss snob here,” said Katheren.

“I like thought he was with Mary Ann, and I am not a snob,” said Courtney.

“I thought he was with Jake,” said Mary Ann.

“I thought he was with Mark,” said Jake.

“Are you crazy? I was kissing Karen,” said Mark.

“Then where is he? We have to find him. Split up!” said Karen.

When Karen found him, he was throwing rocks at another stone. He had drawn Karen’s face with blackberry juice on the stone. [image: image40.wmf]    
“Hey,” said Karen.

“What do you want?” said Terence.

“What are you doing out here?” she asked.

“Why were you kissing Mark? I thought you hated him,” said Terence.

“I…I…I…I do weird stuff when I’m happy,” said Karen.

Terence gave her a doubting look.

“OK, OK, I had a plan, you see, I wanted to boost his courage by getting Dan to grab me. I know that Mark would do anything for me and I figured that he would be so mad at Dan that he would forget his fear,” said Karen “I just kissed him so he wouldn’t start his ‘after what I did for you this is what I get’ lecture.” 

“Smart,” said Terence.

“Friends?” asked Karen.

“Friends,” said Terence.

“There you guys are!” said Kate “some one called the police!”

“THE POLICE!?”

Chapter 18

The police

[image: image41.wmf] 
The group ran out of the woods and up to the big blue and white police car. 

“What’s this about sir?” asked Jake.

“Arrest Dan! Arrest Dan!” chanted Katheren.

“Shut up sis,” said Courtney.

“My name Officer Chad, I’ve come to investigate,” said the officer “do you know where Daniel Tomas Brunswick lives?”

The kids all pointed at the house Dan lived in. 

“Thank you,” said Officer Chad.

Officer Chad knocked on Dan’s door and said,
“Excuse me young man, I believe that you have a white filly in you stables. My records say that you stole her from a girl named, does Karen Marie Robinson ring a bell?”

Dan turned around and jumped out the window just as 3 more police cars arrived. Officer Chad was about to send the other police men after Dan when Karen spoke up.

“I think we can handle him.” said Karen “MARK!!!!”

 Mark jumped out of a bush and shouted,

 “HIGH YA!!!!” 
“Guys, lets go,” said Karen.

The kids grabbed a sled, leaped over the bushes, and disappeared.

“Those kids are nuts,” said Officer Chad.

The police waited awhile and then the kids reappeared. They were carrying Dan on the sled. The kids looked fine but poor Dan did not. He had a black eye, at least a million scratches, a bloody nose, and 2 missing teeth.

“We got him!” said Mary Ann.

“I’ll say, Ow.”
Chapter 19

Behind bars
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The police put Dan in their car and took him to jail with a trip to the hospital on the way. Mr. Costello told them all about it. The nurse asked,

“And who did this?”

The police answered, 

“5th graders.”

The kids were proud of them selves. The police told them that Dan planned to demand a ransom and when it was paid he would keep the horse and move away. If they hadn’t of caught him, Dan would have gotten away with it. They were awarded with medals and a life time supply of strawberries.[image: image43.wmf] 

Every one (except Dan) was happy.

Chapter 20

The end

After the big adventure, things returned to normal. Mary Ann and Mark became enemies again, school went on as usual, and Sonya had another foal that Karen named Mystery. It was a black foal who really did seem like a mystery. Karen kept a journal of Mystery’s life. When she was old enough, Mystery started racing. She became a better racer than her big brother! Every thing was as it should be and that was that.

The 

End    
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